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On the Planet Mobuis, the Kingdom of Acorn has been under control of the Evil dictator, Dr Robotnik, for some time. In a Final try, by the Freedom Fighters, to destroy his ultimate weapon, he was killed. But that doesn't mean everything is fine. The remains of his army, now under command of his Second, Snivley, are still fighting and others are ready to take his place. The Freedom Fighters have a lot of work ahead of them...
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The Streets of Robotroplis are never a happy sight since Robotnik took over. The rising mist, the soot filled skyline, the smell of decay. Once Robotnik took over, much of the city was damaged. His ship, the <Something>, used a converted process of Robotasizing to convert the city into a huge mechanical machine, Tubes and wires running from every building to the others and, at the very core of the empire, Robotnik’s own base, once proud palace of the Family of Acorn. The Robotasizing process is very much a mystery and even more so how it is able to convert both living and non living matter. It was only the blind trust the King had in Robotnik that gave him the power and position he needed to take over the kingdom.
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These days, Snivley has taken command of the city since Robotnik died in the ruins of the Doomsday Project, but he doesn’t have the skills or know how to run the city. It’s slowly falling apart with limited resources and limited time. The freedom fighters know this and it has been the perfect time to remove the final pieces before they are able to return to the city and declare the war over. 
Sally had prepared a simple mission for them today. All of the Swatbots were destroyed with Doomsday so the only ones currently around were created since Snivley took command. He didn’t have the resources to rebuild many factories so if they took out the Swatbot plants, it wouldn’t take long before he was all along. Though there seamed to be many hidden around the kingdom, there best bet was to take out the ones in the city of Robotroplis. That way, it would at lest take some time for Snivley to bring backup troops. For this mission, the team have been selected of Sonic, Sally and Bunny. This seamed to be a prefect team for this mission. They were lined up in front of a pile of junk, not far away from the factory in question. It was time for the mission to start.

Sonic rushed over to the factory door, past the two Swatbot guards. He knocked on the door.

“Yo Bot heads! Hedgehog alert!”

The Guard bots took notice of what was now a confirmed enemy and they took action. The Swatbots guard program was still the same from before Snivley took over so the door opened and a couple of guards came out to join the pursuit. Bunny and Sally used this time to sneak in though the open door into the main building. The next step of the plan was for Sally to find the Control room while Bunny jammed held the door open for Sonic. 
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After leading the bots on a whirlwind tour of the local area, he rushed into the factory, past Bunny, who let the door shut, smashing two of the Swatbots currently trying to run though the open doorway.

“Welcome back Sugar!” Bunny said to Sonic as he returned to look at the wrecked mess of Swatbots.

“I guess this bolt brains never learn. Sal already headed to the control room?”

“Yer, We better ready the bombs.” Bunny took of the backpack she was currently wearing. It was Sonic’s and she carefully removed the 5 bombs before he placed it on his back. Bunny activated each of the bombs and placed them back into the pack.
“All set Sugar-hog!”

“Cool! Shouldn’t Sal have found the Control room by now?” He looked around. All the lights were still on, the machines were still working. Sally was meant to find the Control room and cut the power. This was to be the sign for Sonic to plant the bombs at the preset locations. It shouldn’t have taken this long for her to locate the room and cut the power.

Sally was lost. She wasn’t sure how it happened but she was. She had researched this building and Knothole had a full blueprint of the building but that wasn’t right. As she moved down each path that Nicole said, she got more and more lost, until there was a major mistake.
“Turn Right Sally” Nicole said in her robotic tones.

“Nicole, there isn’t a Right turn. Please rescan locate area and give direction”.

Nicole beeped a couple of times as the computer carried out its master’s command. It then gave its next directional order.

“Turn Right Sally”

Sally was starting to get a little worried. Nicole was trying to tell her to go down a path that wasn’t there. This shouldn’t happen.

“Nicole! Display floor plan.”
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A holographic map of the current floor was projected just in front of Sally. This wasn’t the map for the building she was currently in, but Sally was sure that was the plan for the building she researched. Could they have entered the wrong building my mistake?

“Nicole, run scan on current building. Does it match Map on file!”

“Affirmative, Sally. Buildings match within 99.8%.”

This was getting more and more confusing. Sally tried one last order.

“Nicole, Does this building match with map currently displaying.”

Not matter how good Nicole was, she was a computer. If Sally just asked if the building matched what was on file, it might be correct but the current map was wrong. 
“Affirmative, Sally.”

There was nothing else that could be wrong, Nicole braking down. This wasn’t the first time but this was one of the worst times it could happen. Nicole was fairly old and she was being used a lot. It wasn’t really a surprise if parts started to brake down once in while.

“Nicole, Run self Diagnostic. “
Nicole basic Self Diagnostic command would do a quick check of her systems, software and hardware and report any major fault. Sally would have liked to perform a full check but now was not the time. Time was really something they didn’t have too much of.

“209 Bad Sectors found on hard drive. External scanning drive corrupt. Disk drive corrupt. 50% of hard drive currently fragmented.”

This was not good news. There was only one thing Sally could think of doing at the moment to try and repair Nicole. She needed to find that control room and backup Nicole as much as she could. But that wouldn’t work. There would need a whole lot of time to do that. The best plan was to see if she could get a new hard drive from one of the Swatbot production lines and then she and Whirlwind could try and repair Nicole when she got back to Knothole. That then reminded her of another problem. The bombs had been set to radio link. Nicole was due to set them off. Now, she wouldn’t be able to do that task. The bombs had to be set to Manuel. She had to retrace her footsteps and get back to Sonic and Bunny. The plan had gone up in smoke and she hopped that was all what was going to.

Back at the entrance, Sonic was worried. It had been way too long since Sally went off and the power grid was still up. The whole mission was timed. If they didn’t complete it in half an hour then it would be completely pointless. It had already been 20 minutes. Time was not on there side at all.
“What do you think’s going on?” Bunny asked.
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“No clue. Am going to do a quick look. If am not back in 5, abort the mission and we’ll meet at the Junk Pile.”

“Okay Sugar!”

With that, Sonic rushed off along the path to look for Sally. He had to be fairly fast to be able to check everything as fast as he could but at the same time, he couldn’t go too fast because it might set off one of the bombs which just able stayed in his backpack. It didn’t take too long for him to find Sally on her way back to find him.
“Hey Sal! We are running out of time! What happened to you?”

“Nicole’s braking down. I was lead all round the place and I got lost. We can’t use her to set off the bombs.”

“Oh man… What now? If we scrap this mission, it probably won’t be as easy next time.”

“Sonic… do you trust your speed?”

“But of course!” Sonic turned to face Sally. From her look, this wasn’t a joking matter. “Why?”

“Each Bomb has a 3 minute fuse. You know the places to put them. The time we worked out for placing all of the bombs and getting out is 6 minutes. I don’t want to ask this but…”

“But if we don’t take this place out now, then when the Swatbot shipment that is due tomorrow comes, we won’t have a chance to take this plant out so easily.”

Sally nodded. She lowered her head until she was looking at the ground.

“Do you remember why we picked this plant?”

Sonic nodded. “Sure, the news that Snivley has stepped up the production at this factory. What ever plan he is working on, has something to do with some special part being built here. Something that Robotnik had planned but cancelled it due to Doomsday.”

“We can always try another day if you can’t do it… It’ll be harder but…”

“Bunny is just up ahead. Hurry up and go to the junk Pile. I know how to set these bombs.”

Sonic revved up and zoomed off to start his mission. Sally didn’t hang around too long. She knew that this would be very close timing.
Sonic rushed around as fast as he could. He didn’t really bother with become careful. He had to go twice as fast as they safely worked out the plan would take, that’s all that matter. As he ran, he activated the first bomb and dropped it next the first generator. At lest, what he thought was the generator. It was at this point he realised that the map they had studied was wrong. Sally remembered that fact at the very same time but it was too late to be able to do anything about it. Sonic kept running. He now tried to place the bombs where ever looks like a lot of power was centred. That way it was sure to have the full effect, or at lest as much of the effect as they could hope for. He checked his watch quickly. He was now able to put the last bomb in place and the first one was due to blow in only a few more seconds. Once that blow, the chain reaction should blow the whole place up, each time the explosion got as far as the next bomb, it would either blow it up or the fuse would set off not much later. 5 Bombs with a 3 minutes fuse meant there was 36 seconds between each blast. He planted the final bomb, just as he head the first one go off.
“Oh man... this is gonna hurt” he said.

When the first bomb went up, Sally and Bunny turned to watch. The Factory was blowing sky high! The plan worked. But there was currently no sign of Sonic. Sally had gotten Bunny to change the fall back location so they were safe enough away but could see what was going on. They moved a bit closer to see the front door of the factory.
“It’s okay Sally-girl, Sonic’s not the type to die that easy” Bunny said, putting her arm around Sally.

“I know…” Sally replied.

Just then, the Door blow back as a blast of Flame from another bomb rushed towards, the two girls were just about able to jump out of the way when what looked like a large scrap of metal came towards them. It was Sonic.

“Yeea Ha!” he cried out as he rode the scrap of metal like a surfboard, the force of the blast and the flames as his wave. He finally came to a stop in front of Sally.
“Hey, you girls ready to blow before this place does it for us?”
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Later, they were all back at Knothole. Sally was sitting in her hut when there was a knock at the door.
“Come in” she called out as the orange shape of Whirlwind Hedgehog entered the room.

“Ah. How is she?” Sally asked.

Whirlwind sighed.

“I guess there isn’t a good way to say this… I have been able to repair most of Nicole’s functions with the plans you gave me, and she’ll be back to normal within a few days…. But….”

“But?” Sally asked a bit worried about the news Whirlwind was about to give.

“If Nicole doesn’t start to brake down again within a month then I’ll be very surprised. Nicole is over ten years old. That is very impressive work by Dad but nothing lasts forever.”
“I see…” a Tear formed in Sally’s eye.

Whirlwind took notice of this and suggested the one option he could but didn’t want to say.
“Sally… I didn’t want to say this but it is possible for me to try and rebuild Nicole. I’ll have to take her apart, use all the plans you have and with your help… there would be about an 80% chance I can do it… That’s IF we can get all the parts from Robotroplis. But I think you should really think about that. If we find Dad, he can probably do a much better job. Or we could just fix her every month or so when she needs it… that’ll probably last a bit. ”

Sally sighed… “There is only really one choice… isn’t there?”

Whirlwind nodded, “Looks that way doesn’t it?”
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