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On the Planet Mobuis, the Kingdom of Acorn has been under control of the Evil dictator, Dr Robotnik, for some time. In a Final try, by the Freedom Fighters, to destroy his ultimate weapon, he was killed. But that doesn't mean everything is fine. The remains of his army, now under command of his Second, Snivley, are still fighting and others are ready to take his place. The Freedom Fighters have a lot of work ahead of them...
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“Look! I just don’t believe a word of what you are saying!”  Sarie said slamming her fist on the table.

Kimi was a little shocked at Sarie’s behaviour in this matter. She had never really lost her temper like this before and she was a bit afraid of what might happen. The wolf growled at Sarie. That was something else Kimi was afraid of. Viktoria would defend herself if she felt under attack in anyway and a fight inside the Gully freedom fighters would be of no good to anyone bar there enemies. She looked at the brown wolf. She had never lied in the past and she seamed to be pretty sure in her facts, but it was a bit unbelievable. If it was true then there were just soo many factors that didn’t make sense. The best thing she could do was try to calm everyone done and try to make sense of what was going on.

“Sarie! Viktoria! Please calm down! Fighting isn’t going to help the matter.” She shouted as best and as calmly as her kind voice could do.

“Now” she said when the two had appeared to calm down, “Viktoria has never lied in the past and there is no reason for her to start now. Please go over all the details you saw. See if we can work this out.”
Viktoria snarled but went along with it anyway.

“Flirty machines are guarding large towers. Went to get a good sniff and found invisible wall. Tracked it and it covers the whole gully. Took days but it goes completely traps us in.”

“But then we should be dead! They would have to have done all this months ago. There would be no air in the Gully if this was a large bubble.” Sarie protested. Kimi stepped in at this point.

“No Sarie. We probably wouldn’t have noticed anything. If it is completely invisible then all the light could still get though and so the trees would still make good air for us to breath, and it’s not like the Gully doesn’t have many trees. Any major construction work could have taken place around the edges without us knowing. It would also explain why we haven’t been able to contact anyone outside of the Gully.”
“But why would they do this?” Sarie asked. “There is no possible reason for doing this. We try are best but we aren’t really a major threat here.”

Just then Tec came into the room in his wheelchair.

“I can answer that. But I was afraid that I was right.”

“Well? Why then?” Sarie demanded.

“It’s not done by Snivley but the Swatbots themselves. I had been playing around with a few scrap parts I got from your last raid. Sure, they weren’t many Swatbots around, but that was probably because they have been busy. It seams they no longer follow Snivley or even anyone we know about, but another Swatbot.” The others looked a little shocked at this announcement. All apart from Viktoria that just had a look of distaste on her face.

“It seams one of them has decided it is better to for him to lead then anyone else and has been making his own Swatbot army. Caging this place off was probably a way to make sure he has some testing grounds that were safe from outside attack.”
“How did you find all this out?” Kimi asked.

“From the memory pack inside one of the Swatbots main body, all what’s left of the main body. Sonic Span right though it. Lucky the pack isn’t in the heart or it wouldn’t be easy to do anything with.” Tec smiled, happy that he had done a good job and partly in an effort to lighten the mood that was hanging over the room like some thick fog. “That Swatbot had been under the command of Snivley until it heard that there was a better leader and for some reason, it should follow. I guess that this new leader found backdoor in the loyalty programming.”
“And you are sure it is a Swatbot that is in charge?” Sarie asked.

“Yep, from some of the things it knew, am pretty sure it was another Swatbot of some kind.”
While all the talking was going on in Sarie’s room, Sonic was trying to get himself together. He had tried to really carry on as best he could but things keep on happening inside his head. Kimi said it might be a small side effect of the Cytherfourey in his body but he wasn’t sure. Ever since the explosion he hadn’t been up to par. His speed was a lot less then it should be and he wore out easily. He wasn’t very impressed with himself because of this. Having to take the tablets to keep his strength up was something else he didn’t like but there was nothing that could be done about it. He also kept thinking about what was happening at Knothole. With him out of the picture and most of the higher ranking Freedom Fighters dead, what would become of all the people that needed a safe haven to live? There were a number of them around Knothole that was for sure. Maybe if he could get in contact with them then they could come to the Gully. It was probably at lest as safe if not safer then Knothole. Sonic had just finished a quick run around the village when he saw Tec leave Sarie’s room. There was something up with that guy. Sonic was pretty sure the guy was acting odd but it was basically not much different that how he knew he acted when they first met. That also reminded him of something else. He had been given the Cyber Blade by Tec and there had still been no use for it. It did seam a little odd for all that work and then not to use it. He signed. He didn’t like to use much in the way of weapons anyway but he had noticed that of late his speed and tiredness meant that a Spin attack was almost out of the question and that was one of his main attacks. He decided to try and fall Tec, to see if anything might show itself off as something odd but nothing really did.
Night fell and the sun rose to make the start of a new day. The day they would find out if Viktoria was right about what she saw. Kimi wasn’t that impressed with the way Sarie was dealing with the matter and had told her. Sarie wasn’t very happy herself because of it and really wanted to find a way to say sorry to Viktoria but nothing ever seamed to work. It was probably best just to lead things as they were and see what happened. For some reason, on this mission Tec was with them. It seamed pretty odd since they needed stealth and his wheelchair would probably interfere with that but he came along none the less and insisted that Sonic took around the Cyber blade. Sonic was sure that he knew something that the others didn’t and tried to talk to Sarie about it but she didn’t want to know. Kimi was a bit more open but just shrugged it off and said it was probably nothing. Viktoria lead the party with Max staying behind at the gully. Kimi was a little iffy with that because Max seamed to be the only one that really got on with Viktoria but she had notice that the wolf had been a friendly with Sonic. It was a little surprising but it was probably a good thing.

They turned up at the location Viktoria was leading them to and it seamed like she was right. There were a number of Swatbots patrolling and there were a number of large towers a fair space apart from each other but each within sight of another. When Viktoria tried to sneak closer, the invisible force field stopped her in her tracks. Sarie tried as well to make sure. It was the same results. Tec taped Sonic on the shoulder.

“What ever you do, keep the Blade hidden in that back pack until I give the word” he said. Sonic really didn’t know what to make of what was going on but decided it was still best to go along with what was happening for now.
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“HALT” A flat metalloid voice said. They turned around to see a small squad of Swatbots with weapons pointed right at them. There were trapped. Sonic was about to try and spin attack the nearest when Kimi’s Hand stopped him. He gave the bots a second look and he saw why he was stopped. The number was far too many. If he had attacked then the others would have opened fire and there was no chance that everyone would get out of it in one piece. He did think about going for the sword but something told him that it would mean the same outcome. The bots circled them and then forced them to march to some unknown location. As this was happening, Sonic noticed that Viktoria wasn’t with them anymore. It was probably quite likely that she was able to hid and notice them just before anyone else did. That might be of some use but there was a small problem, she might decide to attack and the outcome that had stopped Sonic from acting would have happened. After a while of walk, Sonic started to think more and more about the problem of Viktoria. She was a bit of a hot head when it came to machines, a mix of her Wolf nature and her karaktero beliefs, so why had she not attacked of yet? Was there something stopping her?
In fact, there was. She had noticed the Swatbots coming towards them moments before they spoke out and had hidden herself away, being smart enough to know a lost hope when she saw one. She was going to follow but then a scent floated past her and she couldn’t help but follow it to its source. It was pretty strong and something she knew, but it wasn’t right. Something in the scent that should be there wasn’t. Out of all the Animals, Wolfs were the best trackers and had the best sense of smell. Where as a Cat was able to find someone or something from its scent, a Wolf was able to do much more then just that. They could tell you every where the person had been from the collection of scents on them, even if they had never been there. A wolf would know the scent of water and the sent of sand so she would work out you have been to a beach. Mixed with some other smells she knew from around the place, the wolf would do a good job of saying what kind of area you had been to. The smell that Viktoria was following was such a mix that she knew very well, but something was missing. There was no new smell but just a missing smell. She had not fully advanced in her tracking skills of smell because she had pretty much raised herself and not put much effort into learning new smells so she was not able to work out which of the hundreds of mixed up smells was missing from the scent, but she did know something was.
It was a fair bit of walking to there end destination but the bots didn’t mind. Of course they didn’t. The place looked like an old bunker. From the outside it looked in ruin and unlived in. In a way, it was unlived in. The bots didn’t need the place to be nice, clean and liveable. They entered though the main door. There was moss and dust all over the place. After walking down a short hallway, there was a large spiral stairway heading down deep into the ground. There was no doubt that this place was an old bunker of some kind. It was probably created during the Great War. It wasn’t only the inner cities that were under attack and different areas had some kind of underground shelter for its people. By the time they were at the bottom, Sonic was in pretty bad Shape. He fell to the floor panting for breath. Kimi moved towards him, took the tablets from his backpack and gave them to him. It wasn’t long before he was feeling better and able to carry on that walk. Sarie noticed something wrong here. Why didn’t the Swatbots make any comments about having to stop for a moment? They hadn’t been acting right since they found them. She tried to look around for anything that seamed like it would give away the secret that was clearly hidden from them. But there was nothing. It didn’t really matter since it would only be a matter of time before they got to where they were being lead and they would have there answers. That was something that really bothered her though, when she remembered what Sonic had said to her earlier. The Swatbots didn’t seam to think that Tec’s Chair would have a problem with the stairs. They seamed to take it for granted that it could cope with them without much trouble. How could they? It looked pretty normal and there was no way of seeing how the wheels were set up to allow easy stair climbing. They carried on walking until they came to a large set of doors. Two of the Swatbots opened the door and the others made sure the animals entered.
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Viktoria had already turned up at the bunker before the others. She was in a fair bit of a hurry to track the scent that was bothering her more and more. She had entered via the main doors but had found a back way into the main room. She was waiting in the shadows, just watching what was going on. She was starting to get a bit bored and annoy with being around the machines when the others turned up. Out of another dark corner, a figure came out.

“Welcome” it said in tones far more living like then the other bots, but it was clearly a Swatbot. “I was wondering when I would meet all of you.”

Sarie tried to look at the Bot in front of them to figure out what was going on, but she noticed two things out of the corner of her eye. The first was Viktoria hiding in the shadows; the other was Tec hiding in the small group, almost directly behind Sonic. He seamed to be trying to hid and at the same time, get ready for something.
“It’s no point in hiding. I can quite well see you there.” The Swatbot said. At first, Viktoria was afraid that he was talking to her but he was in fact talking to Tec.

“You know, I could always ruin your little secret and call you father now, couldn’t I?” The bot said.

Back at the Village, Max was getting more then a little bored. When Tec was left behind, he wasn’t really a very good guard because he was just too busy with his work. They didn’t really need a guard but it was for the best. Unlike Tec, Max didn’t have much to do. He was just bored. He then decided to do a bit of hunting, though it should more be said he was scavenging. A lot of Rats seam to do that. They would hunt around for any junk that was lying around and if it might be of use, they would take it. This had made him a good person to help Tec. Being able to get a lot of different parts for him. This was one reason he was not on the mission, though he didn’t know that. After looking around a bit, he found nothing, as normal. He only really got anything of interest on missions. He started to head back towards the Village. He was a bit far out because of his ‘hunting’ but it shouldn’t take him long to get back. He then thought about something, he started to head back because it was starting to get dark. But there was no way it was more then mid day. He looked up. It wasn’t the sun going down but the whole sky was starting to get darker. He then looked again and realised what was going on. That dome the others were going to check on. It was becoming more solid in look, it was blocking out the sunlight and in no time it would be darker then it had ever been.
The others were still underground and didn’t know what was going on. There host had shocked them with his comment but things were soon to be made clear.

“Don’t you guys know? It was Tec here that made me. Or more, rebuilt me...”

Tec snarled. “Yeah, but you were junk and scrapped. I thought I noticed some traces of your transmissions around but I couldn’t be sure.”

“Of course you couldn’t. As far as you knew, I was just a few bits of junk thrown out and taken apart. But as you can see, I am not. There was just one thing you forgot about. Swatbots aren’t the only ones around here in Robotnik’s old army. There are some Tec bots too and since supplies were low, Swatbots have been getting damaged or destroyed ones fixed. You should have had my parts disposed of in a different way.”
Out of the corner of her eye, Sarie saw Viktoria move away.  What was with her? She though. As she was thinking, she started to become more and move tired. She then noticed that the others were getting tired and falling to the ground. She was able to try and do something when she could say awake no longer and passed out.

Viktoria didn’t know what to do. For some reason, she had started to feel faint and there was a new smell in the air. For some reason, they triggered something in her and she ran back to the village, back to her cave as fast as she could. When she got outside, she didn’t even notice that there was now no light at all. She knew the way home and she was running on automatic. Things were starting to get out of hand. Max was trying to find his way around in the dark. Being a Rat, it wasn’t too hard but there were still problems and the lack of light had confused him. Whatever was going on, he didn’t like it at all. As he was walking about, he didn’t notice the wolf coming towards him at great speed. She hit him and they both feel to the ground.
“Hey! Watch it!” Max said as he turned to how had hit him. “Oh Viktoria! What happened? Where is everyone?”
The wolf still wasn’t thinking right and reacted on her first instinct and attacked.

To Be Continued.
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