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Mobius is a planet that can be found a long way away. It is about the Size of Earth and obits a sun. It is the 3rd planet from that sun and a solar system. In the year 3318 (local time) a war started with covered a large part of the world. A lot happened in this war but more happened just after it. The Minster of War had helped the Kingdom of Acorn win the war with this Army of Robots. King Acorn was about to promote him to Minster of peace and had already agreed to disband the army apart from the peace forces of the Minster’s Robots when the Minster ‘Julian’ turned on his King and took over the kingdom. On that Day Julian died and Robotnik was born! Robotnik had taken and updated a System known as ‘The Robotasizer’, an invention of Sir Charles Hedgehog to help people how were old or badly hurt by turning them into Robots so that they would live longer, so that it would turn them into mindless robots which would do whatever they are ordered to do. He was also able to use a system like this to turn do the same to Buildings and the land. He did this and too over most of the city.


Escaping from the City, a Group of Young kids and their nanny were able to flee to a hidden Village known as ‘Knothole’. Over the Years, Robotnik’s Machines took over more and more until the kids grew up and started the Knothole Freedom Fighters. This Group was able live and fight Robotnik. Many times they stopped him from taking over more of the world but it was a losing battle for they were only a few and Robotnik had a large army.


One Day, a Hedgehog wander had been going from place to place when it turned up to the Village of knothole. When he got to the Village he fell down flat and was then taken into a hut to be cared for. 


This Hedgehog would turned out to be a big help in the fight but also he would bring forth a lot of trouble. This Hedgehog was….

Manic Man

“MANIC MAN HEDGHOG! You are worst Sonic.” Sally was not really in a good mood. Ever since this Hedgehog had wakened up he just sat there. He had not yet got his own Hut because he was not willing to help. The Main reason for this was that he had seen how the Freedom fighters lived. Compared to who he had lived since he left his Home in Lower Mobius, he had to fight off almost everything he met. The only reason he had to leave Lower Mobius was because he wanted to try and get something done and find out who he was. When lower mobius was converting into a base for people that had escaped the Roboticizing of the city, someone took Manic there but he did not know whom. He was always picked on so he started to live the safe underground city so he could look around for things and clues in the city. After a while of this he got into a lot of trouble. He had nearly lead Robotnik’s tunnel bots into the village and that was not something they could allow. Manic was told that if he ever left the village again then he should never return. He left. He then had to look after himself and fight for himself. He was hurt and he saw other people get roboticized and there was nothing he could do. The one time he tried but that only made things worst. Then he heard about a band that was fighting Robotnik everyway they could but when he got to the village, he found out that they were living really well. Better then even the people of lower Mobius. They said they went on missions to try and attack Robotnik but it never appeared that they did much. The great Knothole Freedom fighters turned out to be a group of fakes and that was not something he was happy with. So he just gave up. He would not do anything to help these fakes. He was not really well enough to leave the village so he had to wait in this place.

“I know what you have been thought, Manic” Sally said.

Manic turned to fight her. This fake, living in almost luxury was trying to say that she knew about the troubles of living when your live could end at any time.

“YOU KNOW NOTHING ABOUT WHAT I HAVE BEEN THOUGH!” He shouted. It did not take long to find out that it was a bad idea. Sonic was at the hut door in no time. This fakes would stick together. Probably because they knew that there had a nice little set-up here. He began to speak a lot softer.

“You do not know what I have been though. All the Pain I have felt. All the wounds I had got. Always hoping that this day would not be the last. Never being able to sleep because if I closed by eyes then they would attack.”

There was now a small crowed of people at the door coming to see what was going on.

“Look at you all.” He waved his hand at the crowed. “You lot are safe in your little huts, in your little village. You may believe that you are helping to free the planet but you are wrong. Every time you attack Robotnik, he changes the weak spot and trys even harder to take over. And the planet is just getting worst. I heard that you attacked a satellite that Robotnik had built. Well now he has been able to create things much worst just because he now knows the mistakes he made.”

“Look… No-one talks to Sal like that!” Sonic protested. He was backed up by some of the others in the crowd.

“And why not. Because you don’t want to know the truth!”

“Anytime your Ready Greeny!”

“STOP IT!”

Both Sonic and Manic turned round to look at Sally. She looked a bit mad.

Robotroplis, the city at the Heart of Robotnik’s Evil Empire. On the skits of this city the skies darks as lighting stabs at the planet. As the lighting hits it creates small holes of charred dirt. Then another bots Flashes down. A bolt that creates no light nor does it cast a shadow, a bolt of Pure Darkness. As the light from the other flashes die down and the skies calm down, a Dark shape gets up out of one of the holes. It looks around, deep in thought.

“Is this? Robotroplis... yes” he thinks. “It looks like the way Robotroplis used to. Yes... It worked!”

He then felt a bit of pain in his head. That was right. Because there was two that meant time had to change it’s self. So the Pain was right. And would go.
“Aww... that hurt...” Manic said. He had just felt a bit of pain in his head.

“Looks if this is a trick…” Sonic said... Sally just gave him an evil look.

“Look... am sorry... I have been feeling pretty bad after I got kicked out of home and to tell the truth this place is a big let down... You really do not seam to be helping much and I was looking for people that could help!”

“Manic, just give us a chance… that is all that I can ask” Sally said.

“Okay… but if am right and you are not helping then I will be out of here real fast!”

He looked around. This really was Robotroplis of the past. As he walked towards Robotnik’s main base, he was sure what he was going to do. Something that would make his plan work. But somehow it seamed like he had done this all before… 

“HALT!”

He turned to face the source of the voice. It turned out to be a bluely black Robot. He remembered these from the past. Robotnik called them his ‘SwatBots’. They could be pretty easy to take out if you knew how. And he did. Within seconds it was a pile of scrap on the floor. His skills were still as good as always. Now if he could carry on towards the main base he should be able to get what he wants. He knew it would be there because it was in the past. And this was the past.

“Sounds like this guy was just a bit fed up with things huh.”

“Yeah...” Sonic replied. He was talking to Whirlwind Hedgehog. The Orange Hedgehog had been missing for along time before Sonic lost his parents and went to stay with Uncle Chuck. Well. It was Sonic’s Uncle Chuck and Whirlwind’s Father. A while back, Whirlwind had been able to see his father again and both he and Sonic know knew there was hope to get him back from Robotnik. But there was one person still not found. Whirlwind could remember a younger brother but not very well. He was Sure there was one But Sonic could not remember because he might have also gone missing before he knew but he was sure there was one.

“Well. It is a trying time for us all really. Can’t blame him.”

“That is not THE HEDGEHOG! Snivley.”

“But sir… it is ‘a’ hedgehog.”

“Does that fool of a Rodent even look like he could cause me any ha…” Robotnik stopped as he watched the events on the screen. That Hedgehog had just taken out a large number of Swatbots pretty easily. 

“I want that Hedgehog.”

“But sir...”

“Snivley. Get me THAT HEDGEHOG!”

“eep. Yes sir.”

“Hehe.” Another voice was heard from a darken corner of Robotnik’s Command room. Both Robotnik and Snivley turned to look at this guest.

“You want to see me... BUT you will listen to me first.”

The Next day things were starting to go well. A number of the people around the village still did not really get on with Manic because they just thought he was being nasty. A number of theme were not too bad around him and Sonic more kept an eye on him to make sure he was not creating trouble. Things were pretty easy going though and the next planned attack on Robotroplis was later that day so it would be not long before they would try and show Manic what they were really like.

Back at Robotroplis, Robotnik and his new guess there still talking.

“You think that Sonic is a major threat. Well he is a bit annoying.”

“You are after someone else?” Robotnik asked.

“Yes. Another Hedgehog at Knothole.”

“Another Hedgehog? The world is just full of them lately.”

“Not really.”

“Sonic!” Tails shouted as he rushed over to the freedom fighters how were standing in a group waiting. He was waving about a Power ring and gave it to Sonic.

“Okay. We are all set. Robotnik seams to be creating more and more Swatbots so we really need to destroy this Factory.” Nicole had projected a map up to show them were it was and what it looked like.

“What is Robotnik using this Bots for anyway.” Manic asked. He did not really think that Robotnik boasting his own guards would be too much of a problem for world as a whole.

“Robotnik appears to be planning to set up camps farther and Farther away from Robotroplis. If he keeps on doing this then it will make his empire grow and might not stop until he takes over the world.”

“I sometimes wonder what the rest of the world is up too.” Manic commented. “It seams to me that Robotnik has taken over this kingdom and the rest of the world has just let it happen. You would think that some of them would care.”

“Not really.” Sally said. “From what I can remember and Nicole has in her database, most of the different areas did not interact with each other much apart from odd war and Great War of course… I think my father was trying to get a deal with a near by kingdom so they can share resources and supplies but Robotnik took over.”

A while later they got to Robotroplis. It was Bunny’s Job to cut the power as always and for Sally to keep lookout and activate the bombs when they were in place. Sonic placed the Bombs and Manic just stayed with Sally, that why he was able to see what they were doing and how. It seamed to got pretty well until they all started to get to the meeting place. Bunny, Sally and Manic were there waiting for Sonic to return when someone else appeared.

“Welcome. I know who you guys are but that leaves you with the disadvantage because you do not know whom I am. So I need to change this fact.” He stepped out of the shadows so that the others could see him.

“Hey! You look like….”

“I am Dark Manic.” Just then Sonic turned up and joined with the group as they watched what was going on.

“I thought today would be a good time to introduce myself because you will be seeing me a bit in the future. Remember this… Manic… you will be defeated by me and there is nothing you can do about it. I will see you later.” He then just disappeared.

“You let him go? You put so much in to telling me how you will get rid of this Hedgehog and now you are telling me that you just let him go...”

“Yes. That is right.” Dark Manic said without even showing a hint of emotion. He knew what was going to happen. He had been thought it all before. With this in mind he could just get everything ready. Just then he heard the noise of some more Swatbots. Robotnik had not given up trying to do a mix of test his power and also he was trying to get rid of him. Dark Manic was trying to take charge and he was proving he had the power to do so.

“So…as for our deal…” Dark Manic said.

“You get an old Ship and I leave you and the green hedgehog alone. It does not seam like much of a deal. You get all the good points.”

“You will do it.”

“Yes.”

“Good. I know where the ship is.” Dark Manic leave the room.

“But sir…” Snivley said, “Will you really give in to him?”

“Why Snivley… I am amazed you need to ask.”

The Ship was not in a good state but it would do. Since he did not like Swatbots there was a small problem with the Crew. He would need things to help attack and defend as well as work to restore the place. Also the problem with Swatbots is that they could be destroyed with no problem. Which meant there was only one way. Worker bots. When it came to Bots, Robotnik had a lot of different ones at different levels. They’re where 2 different types of Tec bot, there were worker bots and Swatbots. The worker bots were all the animals that Robotnik had robotasized. They could do the do a lot of work without having to be trained and the Freedom fighters would not destroy them. They were just innocent people that Robotnik was using. It would not be that hard to get a few from Robotnik and then he could try out a little plan. He would be able to get hold of from the metal Robotnik had shipped from place to post and have it blamed on the freedom fighters. Then he could get some Robots made which looked like the Mobions. That would mean they would not be able to attack ANY of his bots. They would not know which were safe to attack and which were not. Then he could slowly attack Manic until the final battle.
It would soon be time. During the Process of going thought all the bits on the ship Dark Manic had not only found the odd little project that may be of use to him but he had also remembered something which he should do and it needed to be ready in the next few days. When ready, the now christen ‘Dark Ship’ would rise and begin it’s route to Knothole. Then it would be destroyed. 

He had done the work on the bridge himself and had a nice chair in the centre of it by a computer screen and an access point. As he was going though the computer he found a number of files, which had not been destroyed.  Most of the files were plans to capture Sonic or different Freedom Fighters but there was one interesting file. The title was ‘Project “Shadow”’. Dark Manic could not remember what that was but when he tried to access it, a message appeared.

“Please enter your Password,” a Voice said.

That made it more interesting. It took over 2 hours to find any clues on what the password might be. He did find a few things though. One looked a bit like Sonic but it was different. It was a bad image so he could not really tell what it was though. Another file he found appeared to be a bit of a list. It was a list of freedom fighters in different known groups. He was not able to read it all because the old file was in pretty bad shape but most of the names were ones he knew. Then it came to him. He remember the password…

“Computer, Access folder ‘Project “Shadow”’.”

“Please enter your Password”

“Chaos Control.”

The first file was a recording from some tests done on the project. There was only the one file and it was not in the best shape. It appeared that a lot of the files had lost a lot due to the computers not being taken care of. From this one it appeared that Project ‘Shadow’ was something to create a life form of some kind but they could not get it stable. The main thing he could find was the location of the room in which all the tests were done. When Dark Manic got there it seamed like the room was also in a bad state. But it should still be fully working. In the centre of the room was a large transparent tube. The tube was full of some kind of glowing greenly liquid and Dark Manic thought he could see something inside it.

“So... What’s up” Manic asked. There had been a meeting called and since he was now more in with the group, he was included in them.

“Nicole has picked up some transmissions from a old ship that Robotnik built. It seams like there is a lot of activity.”

“So. It seams like old butnik is up to something again.” Sonic said. 

“But it does not seam to follow up on what Robotnik is meant to be doing. There is a chance it is that Dark Manic that we met. But I can not confirm this at all.”

“So we need to confirm it right?” Manic asked.

“That’s rights. So we are going to check it out.”

“There is nothing here!” Sonic stated. They had gotten to the place that the ship was meant to be but that was nothing there. There did not even appear to be any scorch marks to show if a ship had been there and left. 

“So...” Manic asked, “Where is it?”

“It should be here but Nicole can not pick up any information on it at all.”

There was a quiet but clear noise and the group all looked up. There was something odd in the sky that had been bothering Sally but she did not take much notice of it since Nicole had said there was nothing and they had more pressing business but now she wished she had looked into it a bit more. The clouds around the area were a bit darker then normal and now it was becoming clear why. From out of the sky, a ship appeared. It must have been using some kind of cloaking device. It was not perfect because some of the colour of the ship was still showing when it was cloaked. It was pretty large and it was the ship they were looking for. Its colour was just black. That might have had something to do with the cloaking but at any rate that was the kind of paint that Robotnik used on his stealth jets. It may be large but that plain would probably be hard to track. Just then a voice spoke.

“Greetings Freedom fighters. I wondered how long it would take for you to find the Dark Ship.”

“Dark Ship? Dumb name” Manic said.

“I am here to introduce someone to you, but am afraid that he is not ready to met you yet so I introduce this ship. Now I would love to stay but it would just be a waste of my time and ours.”

The ship’s engines were turned up and the ship started to move away. All in all, it was not a very successful mission but they had learnt something. They set out to find out if the transmissions where from Robotnik or Dark Manic and they had found out. Somehow, this ‘Dark Manic’ character had been able to get hold of one of Robotnik’s old bases. It would be very hard for him to get it and restore it without Robotnik finding out so they had some kind of a deal.

“Well… this is a disappointment.” Dark Manic said to himself as he was looking around the Genesis Room, a Room he named that because it was the room in which Project Shadow would be given life in. He had found out the reason why Project Shadow never worked and it would take a little bit of work to get working. It appeared that it needed Chaos Energy. It was a rare type that was only really found inside the Chaos Emeralds. For a long time no one believed that there was Chaos Emeralds until Sonic found one of them in the Great Forest. But then that lead to their Guardian, Knuckles, appearing. It was not until much late that they found out about the Floating island. From what Dark Manic could remember, it was not just yet anyway. This gave him a problem. He could not remember if they had found the first Chaos emerald yet but he knew that they had not found the Floating island. He had to find it. He needed to have a Chaos Emerald for this to work. The only place he could get it from was that island.

“Computer, Set course for the Floating Island.” Dark Manic said, without thinking.

“No sure place on file.” Was the computers reply, this was not too much of a surprise.

“Then go to the following location…” Dark Manic knew a few places where it might be. It would just take some time to look about for it.

High above Mobius, the island floated slowly across the site. Kept a float by the power of the Chaos Emeralds, it has survived for many years and had never been discovered by world. Sitting inside the underground lair known as the Hidden Palace, is the Emerald Chamber. This is a protected zone in which the Emeralds are placed and power the whole island. There is only one person allowed in the Chamber and that is the guardian. It is the job of the guardian to protect the Emeralds from anyone who wished to use their powers. Along ago the Echidna’s filled the island with many tribes but they could never find peace with each other. One day, 7 Emeralds of Power were found. These Emeralds were able to give power to a chosen few and make them almost unstoppable. Alias, the hearts of the Echidna’s saw only the power within this Emeralds and a large war started. By the end of this, many of the Echidna tribes were destroyed or had joined together. Only 7 main tribes were left. The emeralds when then placed inside the Emerald Chamber and a guardian, one that each tribe agreed with, was given the task to guard them. The Main thing that ended this war was the 8th Emerald. Created by the Echidna’s, the Master Emerald had the power to use the chaos Energy that was inside the Emeralds and control it. It was this Emerald that gave the island a new and better store of Power to let it float later in history. After many years, the task of Guardian was past down to the Daughter of chief Pochacamac, Tikal. One day, Chief Pochacamac and warriors demanded the Chaos Emeralds to help that fight another echidna tribe. Tikal refused and in the end, gave her life so she could become one with the Master Emerald and guard it from the inside. With her in change of controller, none of the other Emeralds were of any use to the Echidna’s. Regretting the lost if his daughter, Pochacamac built the Temple of Guardians. A place that was the final resting place of his daughter and he band everyone apart from the guardian for even going to the Emerald Chamber again. Over time, the guardians grew apart from the tribes as they all got wiped out one by one. The Temple of Guardians became known in legend as the hidden palace. After all but 1 guardian had died, the young Knuckles went out of the palace to find more to help guard when he found there was no-one left on the island. Without a teacher, Knuckles quickly lost the ability to speak well and became almost xenophobic, hating anything, which by come from the outside world. He still had a job to do though.

It was a dark Night, when he heard a noise. Unsure that threat might befall his Island, Knuckles left the palace. He looked around but could see nothing new in the area. Something was not right and he could smell it. He had never been wrong before and it was not likely that he was wrong now. For some reason, the intruder was able to hide even his scent. Knuckles only smelt that he was near when it was too late and he felt a scarp blow to the head before his vision turned blurry, and then to Black. He was out cold and now unable to do his Duty as Guardian. Something, which old law meant he should be banished from the island, never again to return. But there was no-way he could hold to that, with him as solo Guardian, to leave the island in danger would be no appreciable way to act. The very laws, which said he must go, also stopped him from doing so. 

Dark Manic smiled. It appeared that Knuckles was not yet strong enough to create a problem for him. That was kind of a pity but there was not all the time in the world to do this mission in. That Chaos Emerald was needed so that Project Shadow could be completed. Now would come the harder part. Even if Knuckles had not aimed them, there were a number of traps, which would stop most people from even getting as far as the Emerald Chamber. And when he was there, there would be even more trouble.

He turned to face the entrance of the hidden palace. It looked pretty safe but the Old Echidna’s were smart. They had tombs with some powerful and cunning tricks. It is likely that something was not right. He looked down at the floor, the standard trick. It looked pretty flat but there were some bumps. A close look showed a number of light footprints. It appeared that some parts of the ground might not be very safe to walk on, and the Echidna’s were not so dumb as to make working it out easy. Dark Manic worked out 2 ways that would get him across. If he could stay close to the ground then he would be able see the footprints but that might create a number of problems, trying to be that close to the ground and move from print to print. The other way was to use the pair of heat tracking goggles. Before he left Robotroplis, he had the sense to get a number of items, which would be of use in the future. It was a plan he was working on and so far nothing had changed. When he had the Emerald, he could compete Project Shadow and move onto the next stage, The Armageddon project. It was enough of these things which doing them in the past would allow events to happen in the future that would then allow them to be created in the past. If he did not create it then he would not be around to be able to go back in time and create it. After putting on the goggles, it was pretty easy to track the footprint made by Knuckles leaving the palace and they should work to get back in.

“Man, I can’t stand this waiting about.” Sonic said.

“There is nothing we can do Sonic. Nicole can’t find the Dark Ship so we need to wait for something to happen.” Sally repaired.

“But Sal, This is BOREING!”

“You just have to wait.”

Elsewhere in Knothole, Manic was looking for something. It was not something that was too important but it had been bugging him for a while. Around the time he left Lower Mobius, there was a problem with Power. He had heard that they fixed it by getting part of something called ‘The Power Stone’. It was meant to be something that the freedom fighters used to Create Power Rings. This rings where then able to be used by Sonic to give him extra speed and power, they where Rings of Energy. That had started to get him thinking. Rings of Energy should be able to power a lot of things. If they could plug them into some of the things they had in Knothole then there would be a lot more things that could do. At the moment, most of the lights at night were candle. With a better generator they would be able to replace them in no time. The more he though about it, the more he guessed that, for some reason, the Freedom Fighters DID NOT want the stuff or that there was more to it. They could have tried it out a long time ago but he had not seen anything that looked like they had used it. Before long, he found the Ring pool. It was not really guarded, there would be no real reason most of the time, but the young fox, Tails, was there. Just sitting. Manic walked up and sat down next to him.

“Mind if I ask a few Questions?” Manic Asked.

“Well... I don’t know. I can try my best to answer them but it might be better to ask Aunt Sally or Sonic...”

“Am sure you will be able to answer most of them just fine.”

“Okay then.”

“This is were you get the Power rings from Right?”

“Yep. Every 12 hours a ring appears and someone has to get it. That’s why am here now. There should be a ring in about 2 minutes.”

“How are they created?”

“Well… I don’t know too much and I don’t know how much I should be telling you but Sonic says that Uncle Chuck built something along time ago that is powered by a rock and it sits on the bottom of the lake. It creates the rings somehow.”

“But no-one knows for sure how it works?”

“I think Uncle chuck does… and maybe Aunt Sally but am not too sure… HEY! Here comes a ring!”

Tails rushed over to a log of some kind that was held across the lake. Just then the watered started to glow and bubble and then a Ring rose up out of it. Tails was able to get hold of it.

“I got to go give this to Aunt Sally now. She says that if we collect all the rings then there will always be some for when Sonic needs them!”

“That was not that hard.” Dark Manic smiled, “And now I am here. The Emerald Chamber.”

In the centre of the chamber there was a glow from the Master Emerald. Around it, the 7 Chaos Emeralds sat on their pedestals. It would not really matter which one was taken for the project. They were all pretty much the same. They were held above the ground, which might have created a small problem but that was taken care of. Dark Manic did not have much time though. He was pretty sure that it would not be long before Knuckles woke up and was able to come and try to stop him. With Gribble iron in one hand, Dark Manic was able to climb up the rope to get to the first, and closet, Emerald. He carefully removed it from the base and climbed back climbed down onto the floor. He thought he heard something but when he turned round there was nothing. 

When he got back to the Dark Ship, it took off almost at once. He wanted to get to a safe distant from the island before he tried anything with the Emerald. While this was going on, he took it to the Genesis room. He had already been able to make the device to hook up the emerald so now all that was left was to plug it in. Just then the com-link activated.

“Sir, We have just past the marker point.”

“Good. Carry on at half speed.”

Now was the time. He put the Emerald into its place and turned on the machine. 

“I got it!” Sonic rushed into Sally’s hut. “I got it!”

“Got what?” Sally asked, not caring too much.

“Dark Manic wants Manic right?”

“Right….” Sally was not liking were this was going.

“So he will turn up and find him! Argg... That still leaves the problem of waiting around!”

Dark Manic smiled. It appeared to have worked. The fruit of the labours of many people was standing in front of him. He was covered in black fur with some Red Strips on it. He also had a tuff of white fur on his chest. The being was clearly a hedgehog and looked at Dark Manic with his Red eyes.

“Are you the one that has freed me?” It asked.

Dark Manic did not understand. This creature was not even created until he had gotten the emerald and turned on the machine so why was it asking who freed it? It did not matter too much. As long as he would obey his orders until he was no longer needed.

“Yes, I am your creator! I am Dark Manic.”

“Where is this Place?”

“This is the Genesis room on board the Dark Ship. Now, What is your Name?”

“Name? I am Shadow the Hedgehog, the ultimate life form.”

“That I can believe. Now, Enough questions! Follow me Shadow. There is work that must be done.”

“Yes… there is much work to be done.”

Dark Manic lead Shadow into another room on the ship. The lights were off and it was hard to see, but then a hologram appeared.

“This, “Dark Manic pointed to the image now displayed in front of him, the light from which bathed the room in shades of Blue and grey, “This is the Armageddon Machine. It will be you job to help me get it ready for it’s mission.”

“Which is?”

“Nothing you need to worry about.”

“How am I to help if I do not know what I am doing?”

“Oh Pretty Easy. You have an ability to use Chaos Emeralds, even without an emerald, your body stores some Chaos Energy. I believe can you use this to teleport. At the Moment, this ship is heading towards the city of Robotroplis, but I wish to go somewhere first.” The Hologram image changes into an image of Knothole. “This is Knothole. A village that only the Freedom Fighters know about. I would like to get there without anyone else knowing. The only way to do that is for you to teleport me over there. Can you do it?”

Shadow looked at the image.

“I know what it looks like, I can forces on the area therefore I can. I can go anywhere that I have seen before.”

“Including Moving Places?”

“Yes. The world is always moving, it is not hard to work out the rate of movement.”

“Then take me to Knothole Now!”

“Chaos CONTROL!” 

Dark Manic found the use of Chaos Control to be a remarkable ability. If Shadow had enough Chaos Energy, he could use the power to teleport somewhere that he had either been before or had an image of. If he could not picture the image in his mind’s eye then he would not be able to go there. He did need to focus on what he was doing though, to this end he would focus and say ‘Chaos Control!’ A Trigger word what would help him be able to get him to focus on what he was doing. It was not uncommon to have people use this kind of system to be able to do things. The teleporting was not instated. To Dark Manic, it appeared that they travelled thought another world. It was a world that was very black and very cold. It only appeared to be 3 seconds to get thought this world. When they arrived at Knothole, it was the very place that was shown on the image. There was no one around with was lucky. If there was it might have created a problem.

Dark Manic looked around. It had been a while since he was last here so it took him a while to work out where to go. With Shadow following, he went towards the main village.

“HELLO!” he called out, “Am looking for someone who thinks they can defeat me!”

Manic was the first one to appear.

“What the hell? How did you get here?” Manic was pretty surprised what was going on.

“Easy. But let’s wait until the others are here okay?”

“Afraid that will not be happening for a long time!”

“Oh? They are out at the moment? Not to worry. I will just have to do this in front of you only. This is Shadow! I was not able to introduce you to him earlier because he was not ready but he is now. I am here to tell you that Shadow and I will be in Robotroplis. You lot will want to turn up there sometime soon, but not too soon.”

“Yeah? Why?”

“No reason…”

“No Reason?”

“No reason I want to tell you. Now I will Go…”

Shadow stepped closer to Dark Manic.

“Back to the ship. Chaos CONTROL!”

Manic had to look away as the bright light flooded the village coming from Shadow. When he was able to see again, there was nothing to say they had even been there. When the rest of the freedom fighters got back there would be a lot to talk about. Just then Whirlwind turned up. He had not gone with the others on their mission and had just seen the light.

“Hey, What happened? I saw this wield light…”

“Dark Manic knows were Knothole is. So much for this being a well hidden village.”

“But what about that light?”

“It seams he has gotten some help from someone that appears to teleport…”

“How?”

“What do you mean ‘How?’ If you want to know how then ask him yourself!”

“We should wait.”

“Oh come on Sally! He said that we should go!”

“Manic’s Right! I got a feeling things are going to be mondo nasty if we wait around like this. Besides, this was what we were waiting for right?” Sonic said.

“And don’t you think that it seams just a little bit like a trap? He shows up in knothole to tell us that he is in Robotroplis and then goes! Use your head! We have to wait.”

“We got to do something!” Said Manic.

“Your right. I will get Nicole to try and spy on what is going on and I will send someone later. But we can’t just rush in!”

“Why do want them to come?” Shadow asked.

“Because there is a mission I have to complete and that can only be done by them coming to this ship to attack it.”

“Do you think they will come?”

“No. Sally would have stopped any quick action that would have been done in favour of some slow moving plan. But Manic will probably come with Sonic. And then they will turn up to back him up. But that might be a will while coming. The Dark Ship will be back in the air by then.”

“You seam to have things well planned.”

“Call it foresight. When you know what is going to happen then you just need to make sure it does.” Dark Manic sighed. He did not know everything that was going to happen, Just everything that happened from the point of view of Manic. When it came to what he should do at this time, things were a little hazy. This was one of the reasons why the Chaos Emerald had come as a bit of a surprise.

“Do you think the Armageddon machine will be ready in time?”

Dark Manic look at Shadow, and then he laughed. He had just remembered something which made a lot of the events he was doing seam really funny. He was going to use Shadow for no reason at all.

“What is so funny?” Shadow asked.

“I just worked something out… There is no way the Armageddon device could have been ready in time. It was a hoax. The freedom Fighters risked their lives on a hoax!”

“I do not understand…”

“The Armageddon Device will take bout 2 years to complete. The Freedom Fighters will attack soon. A matter of days.”

A Day Later, Sally called a meeting.

“I have some bad news. It appears Dark Manic is working on something called the Armageddon Device and it will have the power to destroy a large area.”

“So. We gotta do something about it!” Sonic said.

“It appears like it yes. The Dark Ship is still at Robotroplis and we need to work out a plan of attack. I am working on something at the moment but we have to wait a few more hours. Does anyone have anything else to say?”

“Nope.” Manic replied.

“Then I will see you guys later.”

“Hey Sonic. I can wait. From them images it does not look that guarded and Dark Manic does seam to be after me. Are you in? If not then just make sure everyone us is okay.” Manic asked outside the hut.

“Am in. Just give me a few seconds to get a couple of Power rings and were Outofhere!”

A While Later, Sonic and Manic turned up in Robotroplis. It did not take too long to find something as large as the Dark Ship.

“There it is. No guards at all.” Manic said.

“You think you can keep up with me?” Sonic asked.

“Am Fine!”

“No… you’re not manic!”

Both Sonic and Manic turned around to see who had said that. It turned out that Sally, Bunny and Whirlwind were standing there. But the looks of it, they had come ready to help.

“Were’ ol’ your back-up Sugar.”

“Yeah. And I can see that Manic would not be able to be of much use because he is so useless!” Whirlwind Smiled.

“Yeah… useless… if you want to see useless then look at your self whirlwin!”

“Shadow. Look at the view screen and tell me what you see.”

“I see the freedom fighters. They appear to be getting ready to attack. Do you want me to stop them?”

“No. Just follow me.”

Shadow followed as Dark Manic lead him to a door.

“Enter here” he said.

Shadow did so but was then he was hit by a sudden shock of wiring entering his skin.

“AHHHHGG!” he cried.

“Ah Shadow. You were made from energy and so I can use you as an energy source. But there are some problems. One, you will be in a lot of pain and two; you will die in the end. That time will be a long time coming.”

“Why….” Shadow was just able to say.

“I don’t know why. All I know is that I had to let you die because I could not save you. The Energy you give off will only be used to power this machine anyway.” 

“So this is the inside of the Dark Ship… Bet we could get lost really easily in a place like this.” Manic looked around. It appeared pretty dark, just like the outside of the ship. They would not have long to find Dark Manic and then stop this ‘Armageddon’ machine. Whatever that was. Sally looked around on the walls until she found a small computer input socket.

“Nicole, can you get the plans of the Dark Ship from here?”

“Affirmative Sally. Downloading Now.” It did not take Nicole long to download the plans of the Dark Ship and then display them as a hologram.

“Okay Sal, where are we?” Sonic asked, looking at the map.

“Well, We appear to me here. I can’t really make out were the Armageddon Machine is but there is something in this room and this is the bridge. I think the best thing to do is to spit into 2 teams. Whirlwind, Bunny and Manic, you go towards that Room and Sonic and I will go towards the bridge. Take this transmitted, we will be able to keep in touch with it.”

“Okay Sally. Let’s Go!” Manic said. Whirlwind and Bunny followed him as they went off towards the room.

“Ready Sonic?”

“Ready Sal!”

“Let’s Do it, to it!” They said together and then headed off towards the bridge.

“Manic you have got us lost!” Whirlwind said.

“Hey! Do you think you can do better Huh?”

“Yes.”

“Hey, you too orta calm ya’ little ol’ selves down. I think we’re here!” Bunny pointed to the door in front of where they were standing.

“See we are NOT lost! HA!”

They opened the door. Inside it would still have been dark if not for a large flood of light coming from some kind of chamber inside the room. Inside that Chamber, was Shadow.

“Shadow?! What is going on here!” Manic said. Neither Bunny nor Whirlwind had even seen Shadow so there were even less sure of what was going on.

“Manic! You must kill me!”

Manic was a bit shocked. He looked around for a switch or something that might be able to free Shadow but he could not find anything. By the looks of it, the Chamber was using Shadow to power something.

“I can't do it!“ was Manic’s only reply. 

There the light inside the chamber started to glow even more and then, with a flash of yellow, Shadow was gone.

Meanwhile, Sonic and Sally were still on their way to the bridge. They too appeared to be lost.

“I don’t understand it. This map Says we should been there by now.”

“Fact it Sal, You mess up somehow”

“I did not mess up. This ship must have changed somehow and that was not shown in the plans.”

“Yo Sal!” Sonic was looking at a door. It appeared to have some writing on it.

“Bridge! Looks like the old Hedgehog brain has succeed where you have failed!”

“Oh brother. Just open it, will you?”

Sonic opened the door and walked in, followed by Sally. It looked a bit like Robotnik’s command room but it was darker.

“Welcome.”

Before Either Sonic or Sally had time to act, they were trapped into a couple of tubes, not too unlike Robotasizer tubes.

“Hey! Do you think this can stop me huh?” Sonic said.

“Not really. There is two reasons why you will not leave that tube. The First is that if you escape then you will not even have a second before Sally falls down a hole under that tube right into something very nasty. The Second one is that the rest of your group are about to come thought that door,” he pointed to the door on the other side of the room from the door that Sonic and Sally had walked though, “and you might want to hear what is going to be said.”

Dark Manic was not wrong. The Second he stopped talking, the Door opened and Manic, Bunny and Whirlwind walked though.

“Welcome Manic!” Dark Manic got out of his Chair. “At last everything is ready!”

“Oh yeah? You got some kind of big plan I guess. And Killing Shadow had something to do with it right?”

“Yes. It was as shame about Shadow but he’s life was pretty much useless, like most of the people in this Room. Apart from you!”

“What makes Manic so Important?” Whirlwind asked.

“Well. He is Very Important to me. I have been though many battles since I last saw him. I have lost that part of my ear, even lost some of my hearing in that one and it is all because of him.”

“How? I have never met you before that day in Robotroplis.”

“Well. Don’t I look a little familiar to you? Haven’t you seen this Face before? My name was not Always ‘Dark Manic’. I used to be called ‘Manic Man’.”

“Huh?” Manic said

“Say what?” Sonic then Added.

“It’s true. One day I met Dark Manic and it started from there. After the events that followed, I slowly turned evil. I got my Fur burnt in a fire at one of Robotnik’s Factories and it never got better. Then the one day, after all the freedom fighters were gone, this … well, Thing appeared and told me I had to go back in time to make sure this all happens again. So here I am. But I like it here, A New world to take over. So am just going to killed you and be down with it!” Dark Manic pushed a button on his chair and then another couple of tubes appeared around Bunny and Whirlwind.

“Come on!” Dark Manic leaped towards Manic, he was then able to do a Spin attack, a move that Manic thought only Sonic could do.  Manic was able to get out of the way in time and kick Dark Manic towards the wall. He Smiled.

“Come on Manic, do you think you can stop me with kid gloves?” He went for another spin attack but again missed but this time he was able to get up quickly.

“You do know the Dark Ship is on it’s way to Knothole. At the moment the Ship is not in cloaked mode and Robotnik will know where it is. You don’t have much time to stop me in!”

Manic did not have much time to acted but he did not have a clue what to do. He was not good at fighting. He looked at Dark Manic; it looked like he was getting ready to do another spin attack. Dark Manic when into the spin and attacked! But this time Manic moved out of the way at the very last second and he went spinning into a computer. The electric shock from that could not have been safe. At that time, the tubes opened.

“Manic, We have to get out of here now!” Sally said.

“Why?” Manic replied. Just as he said that the whole Ship shook and then started to angle downwards.

“Oh… Because the ship is gonna crash!” 

“Yes! Now Come on!”

They did not look back. They rushed towards the exit. Nicole had been able to update the map as Sally and Sonic went towards the bridge so it was now pretty easy to get out of the ship. When they came to the door there was another problem. It was a long drop and they had no way of getting down.

“How are we going to get down?” Whirlwind asked.

Sally looked down. There did not seam much of a safe way to get down. Just then, Manic saw something.

“Hey, It looks like we are going to crash into that lake. If we wait until the last second and then jump out onto the water, that is a lot safer then this!”

“That looks like the only chance we have! We have to try and time this right. When I give the word, Jump… ready…. JUMP!”

“Hey, that hurt!”

“Well stop moving about like that Sugar.”

They had survived the last mission with Very little damage. There were a few cuts and things but nothing too big. The Dark Ship had crashed in the centre of the lake, splashing water everywhere. They had been able to get back to knothole after about 2 days walk and they had been giving a bit of party. But some things just seamed to easy about the whole thing. Sally had done a few Tests on Manic, trying to work out if Dark Manic was telling the truth but it was unclear. Sure they looked alike but that could have been anything. She did not even know that time travel was possible. It was something she might have to look into at a later date. Manic was a bit shaken up by the whole thing. If Dark Manic were telling the truth then he would have a lot of problems coming up. He would turn evil and there was all the battle damage on him. He also commented on the fact that all the freedom fighters were dead. Was he the one that killed them? There was just too much to think about. The only things that seamed to make sense were all the things that Dark Manic did. He knew where Knothole was, he knew when the freedom fighters were going to attack and what they were going to do. He could not work out why he created Shadow just to kill them. That showed how evil he was. Maybe that was the point. Maybe he thought that Killing Shadow would really get Manic mad so that he would be able to kill. Well, it appeared to work But Dark Manic had said that he changed his mind about it. That did not make much sense.

The Lake returned to normal and the Dark ship sat at the bottom of it. Both Shadow and Dark Manic were dead and it appeared the trouble with them was over. It was only a short time but it was something. The Other freedom fighters did not have much of an easy time though. Not long after they got back, Sally had got the Deroboticizer and they tried it out on Bunny. After a small problem, they had got it working and Sonic and Whirlwind had got Uncle Chuck and deroboticized him! In the end it did not work and he was turned back into a robot, Bunny too was re-Roboticized, but he was able to get his free will back and work as a spy in Robotroplis, Neither Sonic or Whirlwind was that happy with the idea but at lest he was back and could be visited. They had also found a dragon named ‘Dulcy’. She was all along in the Great forest and they took her into the village. She was able to help around the place and her ability to fly was useful. She could not carry more then the Freedom Stormier, a Plane they had but did not have too much use for, but she was quicker. Manic pretty much kept to himself. He had his hut all bad and got on pretty well with the other freedom fighters. This was not the end of his Adventures it was just the beginning. He would have much more to face… 

